
Jonathan M. Hajny Law Office 
Has Moved March 1 

from 417 West Main Street 
to 708 East Main Street, Stoughton 

Also 
Please Re-elect Me 

Stoughton Muncipal Court Judge 
on April 3, 2012 

Paid for by Jonathan M. Hajny 
	 z 

O Making Your Dream a Reality for 35 Years! 
Why settle for less than a Cleary Building? 

• Fully Engineered by licensed Cleary Engineers • Manufactured by Cleary 
• Best Warranties in the Industry 

Get Your Shamrock Building Specials 
today! 30'x54'x11' • $12,545 

Verona, WI 60'x126'x16' • $46,485 

EC Y (608) 845-9700 
tAR 1.800.373.5550 ClearyBuildingicom 

Crew travel required over 50 miles. Local building code 
modifications extra. Building pictured is not gated in ad. 

Price subject to change without notice. 

BUILDING CORP. 

Subscribe to 

Co
"'Stoughton • uner Hub 

by calling 

873-6671 
or log on 

corinectstoughton.com  
v. wpm 

Call us 
for a  

FREE 
Consultation  

How can we put an even 
bigger smile on your face? 

Our personalized care is 
the key to a brighter smile. 
Come and experience the difference of 
personalized care. It's the approach we take 
not only in our cosmetic dentistry, but in 
every aspect of our practice, including: 

Cleanings 
Invisalign 
Cerec - Same Day Crowns 
Whitening 

Personalized care includes 
creating a preventive plan 
just for you— the key 
to a long-lasting, 
healthy smile. 

A Thor J.  A.nderson% 
DENTAL 

(608) 873-7277 
vvvvvv.thorandersondds.com  
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City receives big trust fund loan 
BILL LIVICK 
Unified Newspaper Group 

Last month the Common 
Council authorized the city 
to borrow $202,500 from 
the State Trust Fund, and on 
March 13 the council voted 
to put some of that mon-
ey to work expanding the 
police department's office 
space to the second floor of 
the Public Safety Building. 

There also will be 
upgrades to the building 
ventilation system. 

City officials learned in 
February that Stoughton 
had been selected as one of 
five Wisconsin municipali-
ties to be awarded a State 
Trust Fund loan. Stough-
ton' s three-year loan of 
$202,500 was the largest of 
the five loans approved by 
the Board of Commission-
ers of Public Lands. The 
board grants low-interest 
loans to fund public pur-
pose projects, according to 
a news release. 

In addition to improving 
the public safety building, 
Stoughton officials plan 
to put some of the money 
toward buying three police 
cars and a van for the fire 
department. 

Remodeling the public 

Dane County 
ordinance change 
still on hold, 
supervisor says 
SETH JOVAAG 
Unified Newspaper Group 

Weary of waiting for 
Dane County to act, Town 
of Dunkirk officials last 
week eased rules that had 
prohibited many residents 
from raising chickens in 
their backyards. 

After a public hearing, 
the town board voted unani-
mously March 19 to allow 
homeowners who live on 
less than five acres to raise 
up to six hens, ducks, geese 
or rabbits. 

The new rules require 
owners to keep their crit-
ters in proper coops or 
enclosures and prohibit 
noisy birds like roosters or 
ganders. Owners also need 
an annual $10 license and 
can't butcher the animals 
for meat. 

Ingrid West, who already 
raises five hens in her Riv-
erwood Estates subdivision 
home, said she was "very 
pleased" by the board's 
vote.  

safety building will allow 
the police department to 
expand its administrative 
offices to the building's 
second floor. Planning 
director Rodney Scheel said 
city staff is working with 
an architect to design the 
improvements and that cre-
ating space on the second 
floor for the police depart-
ment has been part of the 
vision for the building since 
it was constructed in 1985. 

"The public safety build-
ing was designed with the 
expansion anticipated for 
the police department to 
go to the second floor," he 
said. "Over time, they've 
become very confined in 
the space that they're at 
now and so it's time they 
moved upstairs to a portion 
of the building." 

Police chief Greg Leck 
said his department has out-
grown the first floor of the 
public safety building and 
there are "some serious ven-
tilation issues in the base-
ment in our property room 
and evidence prep room." 

He said the remodeling 
would alleviate the ventila-
tion issue in the evidence 
processing area. There will 
be better exhaust and filtra-
tion, allowing some of the 

West and others began 
asking for the change last 
year, when she discovered, 
to her surprise, that while 
nearby Stoughton began 
allowing residents to raise 
up to four hens in January 
2011, the unincorporated 
towns in Dane County pro-
hibit it for single-family 
homes on less than five 
acres. 

"We moved to this area 
because we thought it was 
more rural," she said. "We 
couldn't understand what 
the hold-up was" for towns 
like Dunkirk. 

Last May, West's neigh-
bor, Justin Boehm, gar-
nered nearly 90 signatures 
in two days from Dunkirk 
residents sympathetic to his 
cause. And since then, the 
town hasn't heard opposi-
tion, including at a public 
hearing that preceded last 
Monday's vote, Dunkirk 
chair Norman Monsen said. 

After Boehm and oth-
ers presented the proposal, 
town leaders initially want-
ed to wait for Dane County 
to take up the issue. But 
that effort has stalled, and 
since now is the time when 
residents want to buy new 
chicks, the town needed to 
act, Monsen said. 

What it buys 

$77,500 
Three squad cars* 

$35,000 
Fire department van 

$90,000 
Public safety building 

* the city expects to receive about 
$10,000 for 3 vehicle trade-ins 

contaminants associated 
with analyzing and process-
ing evidence to be removed 
from the basement. 

"Officers use plenty of 
different chemicals when 
they're analyzing evidence 
and processing evidence, 
and so we have to have a 
system that handles that 
exchange of fresh air into 
the room," Leck explained. 

The police department 
will move upstairs into an 
underutilized space in the 
building and relocate its 
administrative offices and 
detectives to the second 
floor, "which then frees up 
the space we're currently 

"As a township, to be fair 
to our residents who have 
been patient and respectful 
... we said, OK, in Dunkirk, 
we'll develop our own ordi-
nance" that is comparable 
to what other area munici-
palities have, Monsen said. 
"We didn't want to tell our 
residents, 'We're going to 
wait again for the county.' 
We don't know how long it 
will take." 

Dist. 34 Dane County 
Supervisor Patrick Miles, 
who represents McFarland 
and the Town of Dunn, is 
leading the county effort to 
ease restrictions. But he's 
run into opposition from 
some town leaders, and that 
could doom his efforts, as 
the towns can veto any ordi-
nance change. He intends to 
survey each town's board 
later this spring. 

"I have every intention of 
moving this forward as best 
I can," he said. "I never 
thought this thing would be 
so controversial." 

A handful of Town of 
Dunn residents have like-
wise asked to raise chick-
ens in rural subdivisions, 
and town leaders there have 
said they'd back a county- 

occupying on the first floor 
for officers and supervisors 
to move into the east side 
of the first floor," he said. 
"We'll be occupying about 
half of the upstairs and then 
all of the first floor and all 
of the basement as well. 

The cable TV office and 
the council chamber will 
stay where they are on the 
second floor. Leck said 
the court clerk has been 
moved to City Hall during 
the remodeling, a move that 
may be a permanent. 

A senior employment 
service on the second floor 
will be moving to the senior 
center. 

"We're in the architec-
tural design right now," 
Leck said. "Construction is 
expected to begin sometime 
in June and be completed in 
August." 

State Trust Fund 
City officials decided to 

apply for a State Trust Fund 
loan because of its low 
interest rate of 2.75 percent 
and the flexibility it offers, 
explained finance director 
Laurie Sullivan. She said 
for short-term loans, the 
trust fund is the preferred 
way to go. 

"We don't use the state 

wide change. 
But West said other towns 

like Vienna have gone on 
record opposing any chang-
es. 

Opponents commonly 
raise concerns that chick-
ens cause unwanted noise 
and smells, attract preda-
tors like coyotes or foxes or 
spread food-borne illnesses 
or avian influenza. But pro-
ponents argue those con-
cerns don't bear out, pro-
vided chicken owners build 
proper coops and don't have 
loud-crowing roosters. 

Miles added that rais-
ing hens — and harvesting 
eggs — can be a good learn-
ing project for families 
and brings owners a "sense 
of satisfaction" of raising 
some of their own food. 

Raising chickens in urban 
areas has become some-
thing of a trend in the past 
decade, and more than 20 
Wisconsin cities, includ-
ing Milwaukee, Madison, 
Green Bay, Oshkosh, Ash-
waubenon and Neenah, 
have legalized the practice, 
according to a March 20 
article in the Appleton Post-
Crescent.  

trust fund loan too often, 
but we do if we're look-
ing for something shorter 
term, because the other way 
the city borrows is through 
notes and bonds, and those 
are for 10, 15 or 20 years," 
she said. 

The city would not ordi-
narily use bonds or notes to 
purchase police cars or oth-
er items that aren't expected 
to last well over 10 years. 

"For these kind of vehi-
cles we don't want to bor-
row for that long," Sullivan 
said. "We looked at our bor-
rowing plan this year and 
wanted to make sure that in 
our 10-year borrowing we 
didn't borrow for anything 
that didn't have a life of 10 
years. We're trying to find 
a way to keep the debt levy 
down by amortizing this 
over three years instead of 
10." 

Sullivan said one advan-
tage of the State Trust Fund 
is it allows municipalities 
to structure loan payments 
to suit their needs. "We can 
set our years and set our 
payments if we need to," 
she said, adding "but we're 
not - it's a straight 3-year  

amortization." 
One reason the city was 

awarded the loan is because 
of its solid credit rating. 
Moody's has given Stough-
ton a Aa2 rating, "which is 
really good for this size of 
city," Sullivan said. "That 
was just reaffirmed a few 
weeks ago." 

Sullivan said when she 
started working for the city 
in 2008 its rating was Al. 
Moody's upgraded Stough-
ton to Aa2 in 2010. 

"They reaffirmed that 
rating for 2012, which is 
really good," Sullivan said. 
"I'm really happy with that 
because with the economy 
and values falling, we have 
to worry about our credit 
rating." 

She said credit rating 
agencies look at the way the 
city manages its finances, 
the strength of its fund bal-
ance and the economy of 
the city when deciding how 
to rate a municipality. 

"We were very pleased to 
keep that rating," Sullivan 
said. 

Dunkirk now allows 'backyard chickens' 

diannec
The Stoughton Courier Hub: March 29, 2012 -Page 3a
Oregon, WI, WI 


diannec
Highlight




